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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Request for Reconsideration filed 
8/4/04. 

2. Claims 1-57 are pending. Claims 1 , 24, 42, and 46 are independent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-7, 9, 11, 13-26, 29, 31-49, 51, and 53-57 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ballantvne et aL US 6,687,873 B1, 2/3/04 (filed 
3/9/00). 

In reference to claim 1, Ballantyne teaches a method and system of outputting 
data in XML format using an XML schema. Ballantyne's system discloses the following: 
-Generating a model of a program application by automatically identifying one or more 
incidents within each program application. The incidents are used to model the report 
functions of the legacy computer system such as by a report data model that lists the 
values and types of written data fields from the legacy program applications. The list of 
report incidents are augmented by a formal grammar that is used to relate XML schema 
to the output reported by the legacy program applications. The modeling engine 
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provides the report data model identifying the report incidents to the mapping engine 
and modeling GUI. The mapping engine maps the report data incidents from the report 
data model to the XML schema and the relationship is displayed on the modeling GUI. 
See column 6, lines 10-65. Compare to "accessing a presentation schema in the 
distributed computing environment, wherein the presentation schema includes 
information for presenting results data for clients in the distributed computing 
environment". 

-Allowing a user to access "report" information such as invoices, billing statements, etc. 
See column 17, lines 15-67. Compare to "accessing results data for a client in a 
distributed computing environment". 

-Outputting the XML formatted data using the XML schema generated from the legacy 
system. See columns 17-18. Compare to "presenting the results data for the client 
in accordance with the information from the presentation schema". 

In reference to claim 2, Ballantyne's system comprises a service in the 
computing environment that generates results data (such as invoices, billing 
statements) prior to accessing the report data. They are called internal reports that are 
available for storage on a database in XML database. 

In reference to claims 3 and 4, Ballantyne teaches generating the report data in 
response to a user requesting information via email or another retrieval system such as 
the Internet. The user may request billing statements or invoices. The data 
presentation language used by Ballantyne is XML. See columns 17-18. 
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In reference to claim 5, Ballantyne teaches accessing report data for the user 
wherein the report data can be delivered in XML formatted billing statements or 
invoices. See column 17. 

In reference to claims 6-7, Ballantyne teaches outputting the XML data on a 
display device. The results data would be outputted to a "space" in a computing 
environment. 

In reference to claim 9, Ballantyne teaches that services such as Electronic Bill 
Presentment can provide the presentation schema used to generate the XML output. 
See column 17. 

In reference to claim 1 1 , Ballantyne teaches that the output of the XML schema 
can be an XML document. 

In reference to claims 13 and 14, Ballantyne teaches that the results data can be 
presented in visual format for display on a display device. See columns 17-18. 

In reference to claim 15, Ballantyne teaches the use of a presentation schema in 
the form of XML schema wherein the schema can comprise presentation characteristics 
of data elements. See columns 6-8. The user may also modify the schema. 

In reference to claim 16, Ballantyne teaches accessing a first presentation 
elements and locating one or more data elements within. Ballantyne's system 
comprises a hierarchy of the XML schema wherein the depth of the element 
corresponds to its position in the tree structure. See figure 7 and column 1 1 . The tree 
structure of the XML schema can be used to access data elements by traversing the 
tree. See columns 11-12. 
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In reference to claim 17, Ballantyne teaches accessing the data elements in the 
tree structure of the schema. See columns 11-12. 

In reference to claim 18, Ballantyne's system is a data presentation system. 

In reference to claim 19, Ballantyne's system can take place over a network 
where a client would use one device and the process would occur in another device. 

In reference to claims 20-22, Ballantyne's system teaches the client receiving 
report data from the service and the report data is presented to the client upon his 
request being received. 

In reference to claim 23, Ballantyne teaches that the client receives the 
presentation schema in the form of an XML output and the schema can be provided by 
the client by formatting the schema in the model GUI. See columns 6-8. 

Claims 24-26, 29, and 31-35 are rejected under the same rationale used in 
claims 1, 3, 4, 11, 13, 14, 16, 17, and 18 respectively above. 

In reference to claim 36, Ballantyne's system can take place over a computer 
system and network in which one device sends a message to a service device and the 
service device generates results. See column 17-18. 

In reference to claim 37, Ballantyne teaches that the client's device can include a 
display. See column 17 and 18. 

In reference to claim 38, Ballantyne's system teaches the client receiving report 
data from the service and the report data is presented to the client upon his request 
being received. 
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In reference to claim 39, Ballantyne's system teaches the client receiving report 
data from the service and the report data is presented to the client upon his request 
being received. 

In reference to claim 40, Ballantyne's system teaches the client receiving report 
data from the service and the report data is presented to the client upon his request 
being received. 

In reference to claim 41 , Ballantyne's system teaches the client receiving report 
data from the service and the report data is presented to the client upon his request 
being received. 

In reference to claim 42, Ballantyne teaches that the presentation schema 
advertisement can be stored in a storage device on the service device. See columns 
17-18. Ballantyne teaches a storage device. See column 17-18. Ballantyne teaches 
that reports, billing statements, and other information can be formatted in XML can be 
archived and retrieved in a relational database. See column 17. Compare to "a 
service device configured to store a presentation schema advertisement on the 
storage device". Ballantyne further discloses presenting results data produced by the 
database on browser technology. See columns 17-18. 

In reference to claim 43, Ballantyne teaches that the service device can generate 
report data upon receiving a request for the report data. See columns 1 7-18. 

In reference to claim 44, Ballantyne teaches outputting the XML data on a display 
device. The results data would be outputted to a "space" in a computing environment. 
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In reference to claim 45, Ballantyne teaches outputting the XML data on a display 
device. The results data would be outputted to a "space" in a computing environment. 

Claim 46 is rejected under the same rationale used in claim 1 above. 

Claim 47 is rejected under the same rationale used in claim 3 above. 

Claim 48 is rejected under the same rationale used in claim 1 above. 

In reference to claim 49, Ballantyne discloses that the service provides the 
presentation schema. See columns 6-8 and columns 17-18. 

Claims 51 and 53-57 are rejected under the same rationale used in claims 1 1 , 
14, 15, 16, 17, and 19 respectively above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 8, 10, 27-28, and 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ballantyne et aL US 6,687,873 B1, 2/3/04 (filed 3/9/00). 

In reference to claims 8 and 27, Ballantyne teaches providing results data in the 
form of XML to a display device. The XML data may comprise invoices, billing 
statements, or any other type of report data including advertisement. Although 
Ballantyne does not state "advertisements", the term "report data" could comprise an 
advertisement. Moreover, one of ordinary skill in the art would recognize that an XML 
schema could be used to describe any number of outputs in XML format including 
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invoices and advertisements, thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to produce advertisements as "result data" since and 
XML schema can be used to produce XML formatted data. See column 17. 

In reference to claims 10, 28, and 50, Ballantyne teaches storing presentation 
schema in a storage device. See column 17, lines 15-25. Ballantyne teaches providing 
results data in the form of XML to a display device. The XML data may comprise 
invoices, billing statements, or any other type of report data including advertisement. 
Although Ballantyne does not state "advertisements", the term "report data" could 
comprise an advertisement. Moreover, one of ordinary skill in the art would recognize 
that an XML schema could be used to describe any number of outputs in XML format 
including invoices and advertisements, thus it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to produce advertisements as "result 
data" since and XML schema can be used to produce XML formatted data. See column 
17. 

7. Claims 12, 30, and 52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Claims 8, 10, 27-28, and 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Ballantyne et aL US 6,687,873 B1, 2/3/04 (filed 3/9/00) in view 
of Sravanapudi et aL US 2001/0049603 A1, 12/6/01 (filed 3/8/01, provisional 3/10/00). 

In reference to claims 12, 30, and 52 , Ballantyne does not teach the presentation 
of report data in an audio format; however, Sravanapudi teaches a multimodal 
information system in which information can be delivered in a variety of formats 
including audio. See pages 1-3. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
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the art at the time of the invention to incorporate Sravanapudi's audio presentation of 
result information in the system of Ballantyne since it allows a user to be reached via 
multiple channels and also allows the user to listen to the data through a sound system. 
See page 1 of Sravanapudi. Sravanapudi also teaches utilizing Voice XML as a means 
for rendering the data as audio. It would have been obvious to utilize Voice XML in 
Ballantyne's XML output presentation as it is a form of the representation language 
used. See page 5 of Sravanapudi. 

Response to Arguments 
8. Applicant's arguments filed 8/4/04 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Ballantyne does not teach or suggest accessing a 
presentation schema including information for presenting results data for clients, 
accessing results data for a client, and presenting the results data in accordance with 
the information from the presentation schema. Applicant argues that Ballantyne 
discloses a system and method for modifying program applications of a legacy 
computer system to directly output data in XML format. Examiner disagrees with 
Applicant with regards to the argument that Ballantyne does not teach accessing a 
presentation schema including information for presenting results data for clients. 
Ballantyne teaches a method for modifying program applications of a legacy computer 
system to directly output data in XML format models, maps the model to an XML 
schema and automatically modifies one ore more applications to output XML formatted 
data in cooperation with a writer engine and a context table. Ballantyne's system 
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provides a transformation of output from legacy computer systems to an XML format. 
Specifically, a means for reporting data is provided in which a model of the program 
application is generated, the model is mapped to an XML schema, and based on the 
mapping, the application of the legacy computer system is automatically modified to 
output data into XML format. Ballantyne discloses a commercial application in which an 
Electronic Bill Presentment and payment are provide. Invoice data files are modified to 
be output in XML format. See column 17. 

Applicant argues that the XML schema disclosed by Ballantyne is not used in the 
output of XML-formatted data generated by the legacy system, but instead is used in 
generating a specification for modification of the application to directly output XML data. 
Applicant's argument appears to distinguish outputting XML formatted data from a 
legacy system from generating a specification for modification using an XML schema to 
directly output XML data. Examiner cannot understand the position the Applicant is 
taking. Applicant is requested to clarify the argument. Ballantyne's system provides a 
transformation of output from legacy computer systems to an XML format. Specifically, 
a means for reporting data is provided in which a model of the program application is 
generated, the model is mapped to an XML schema, and based on the mapping, the 
application of the legacy computer system is automatically modified to output data into 
XML format. Ballantyne discloses a commercial application in which an Electronic Bill 
Presentment and payment are provide. Invoice data files are modified to be output in 
XML format. See column 17. 
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Applicant argues with respect to claim 42 that Ballantyne does not teach the 
limitations recited by claim 42. Specifically, Applicant argues that Ballantyne discloses 
a system for modifying program applications to directly output data in XML format; 
however, he does not teach a presentation schema advertisement or a service device 
configured to produce results data. Ballantyne teaches that the presentation schema 
advertisement can be stored in a storage device on the service device. See columns 
17-18. Ballantyne teaches a storage device. See column 17-18. Ballantyne teaches 
that reports, billing statements, and other information can be formatted in XML can be 
archived and retrieved in a relational database. See column 17. Compare to "a 
service device configured to store a presentation schema advertisement on the 
storage device". Ballantyne further discloses presenting results data produced by the 
database on browser technology. See columns 17-18. 

Applicant argues with respect to claims 12, 30, and 52 that Sravanapudi's March 
10, 2000 filing data cannot be used as a prior art date unless subject matter is common. 
Applicant is advised to review the provisional application 60188320 via Public PAIR as 
recited in the last office action. A full disclosure of the provisional application is 
available. The subject matter in the provisional application and the Published Patent 
application is common and the claims are supported by the provisional application. 
Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR 
or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
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direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Conclusion 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rachna Singh whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4099. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on 571-272-4090. 



Application/Control Number: 09/693,321 



Page 13 



Art Unit: 2176 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



RS 

1/18/05 



,/JOSEPH FEILD 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




